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COTS offers much more than a meal and a

bed, though. It provides a continuum of serv-
ices: health care, child care, job training,
coaching for interviews, help with school,
summer programs for children, mental
health counseling, and on and on. For those
who strive, these programs are a strong lad-
der into good housing and greater opportuni-
ties.

Most importantly, COTS offers its clients
hope—that they can escape dependency and
attain self-sufficiency. ‘‘Rita believes in the
resourcefulness of the human spirit,’’ said
United Way executive director Gretchen
Morse. ‘‘She never falters on that.’’

It works. Seventy percent of the people
who complete COTS’ training programs have
a job and stable housing a year later. A new
effort to link apartment hunters with land-
lords who accept federal subsidies has found
40 individuals and 60 families a place to
live—even in this no-vacancy market.

COTS has therefore earned the national ac-
colades that have poured in from advocacy
groups and the U.S. Department of Housing.

COMPASSION, ABILITY

With so serious a problem affecting so vital
a need of a population growing so quickly,
you might expect their strongest advocate to
be strident or self-righteous. In Markley’s
case, a better description would be jokester
chocaholic.

Yes, she is capable of speaking with pas-
sion at COTS’ annual candlelight vigil. Yes,
she is articulate in the Statehouse and be-
fore community leaders. And yes, sometimes
she is angry about Washington’s indifference
to the people who are not sharing in the na-
tion’s prosperity.

But Markley uses irreverent humor to pro-
tect her from the sometimes grimness of her
task, and to thwart burnout. She is quick to
praise others, and effusive in her thanks.

As a result she has made homelessness
something Vermonters cannot ignore. Some
180 businesses support COTS financially or
with in-kind services. Some 1,500 Vermonters
walk for COTS each May. That means
Markley is helping cultivate compassion
across the community, a good deed that ex-
tends far beyond the mission of COTS.

It also means COTS has steadily dimin-
ished its reliance on government’s help, now
receiving two-thirds of it’s funding from
other sources. Services are not tailored to
the eligibility requirements of some grant,
but to what a homeless person actually
needs.

Markley draws on a wealth of skills in her
work. Sometimes she is the passionate advo-
cate. Sometimes she is the skilled policy
wonk. Sometimes she is the light-hearted
comic who brings chocolate to a potentially
controversial meeting.

Sister Lucille Bonvouloir, a founder of
COTS, tells a story that reveals a seemingly
bottomless reservoir of compassion and abil-
ity. A woman came into COTS in the 1980’s
and no one could communicate with her. Ev-
eryone wondered why the woman would not
speak. Then Markley entered the room, and
in a matter of minutes they had struck up a
lively conversation.

In Russian.∑

TRIBUTE TO THE EMPLOYEES OF
CATERPILLAR

∑ Mr. COVERDELL. Madam President,
every once in awhile, we are reminded
that all the important issues we are
working on pale in comparison to the
countless acts of charity and compas-
sion that occur all across America on a
daily basis. I want to recount for my
colleagues one such act, which oc-
curred in my home state of Georgia,
appropriately enough, during the holi-
day season—an act that puts a human

face on the compassion that is innate
in the American people.

A.J. Bentley III, 31⁄2 years old, is a
constituent of mine who is dying of
brain cancer. While A.J.’s prognosis
looks bleak, the disease has not taken
away his passion and fascination with
tractors, farm and earth moving equip-
ment—the kind which Georgia is
blessed to have plenty. Upon learning
of A.J.’s terminal illness, our office
contacted the good people at Cater-
pillar to see what they could do to lift
the spirits of a dying boy and his fam-
ily. Caterpillar reacted without hesi-
tation and pulled out all of the stops.
First, Caterpillar offered to have A.J.
tour their plant in Peoria, Illinois so
he could see first hand how all the
equipment was built and how it
worked. Unfortunately, A.J.’s medical
condition prevented him from being
able to fly to Illinois. Plan ‘‘B’’ was to
have A.J. visit the Forest Products Di-
vision of Caterpillar in LaGrange,
Georgia. On the day his dream would
be fulfilled, A.J. was not feeling well
and unable to make the 1 hour drive to
LaGrange. Undeterred, the people of
Caterpillar would not let A.J.’s illness
keep them from fulfilling his dream.
Because everyone at the LaGrange
plant wanted a chance to help, there
was a lottery that day in LaGrange.
The grand prize was the chance to
drive to A.J.’s hometown of
Thomaston, Georgia and make his
dream come true in person. The lucky
few saw first-hand the joy of a young
boy, decked out in his Caterpillar hat
and playing on his new Caterpillar
equipment that he loves so much. As
the group was leaving to return to La-
Grange, A.J. waved good-bye, then
with a burst of energy proclaimed ‘‘this
is the best day of my life’’. All who
helped make this possible, I know, feel
their own happiness that words could
never adequately express.

There are days when all we seem to
hear about is how people have become
so self-absorbed in their own lives. I
offer this example as a case in point of
the compassion and good will that ex-
ists in LaGrange, in Georgia, and all
across this Nation—people who are
making a difference on a daily basis—
one child, one American at a time. I sa-
lute the people of Caterpillar and I am
humbled by their act of kindness. I
know I speak for all of us when I say,
A.J. has touched all of our hearts and
he and his family will always be in our
thoughts and prayers.∑

TRIBUTE TO DR. M. GAZI
YASARGIL

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to the
achievements of a distinguished mem-
ber of the Arkansas medical commu-
nity. Dr. M. Gazi Yasargil is recognized
worldwide for his work in the field of
Neurosurgery and we in Arkansas are
fortunate to benefit from his talents.
Dr. Yasargil’s contributions to his field
were recently acclaimed when Neuro-
surgery, the official journal of the Con-
gress of Neurological Surgeons, recog-

nized him as ‘‘The Man of the Cen-
tury.’’ This honor acknowledges Dr.
Yasargil’s significant impact on the
field of neurosurgery in the second half
of the 20th century.

Professor Yasargil received his med-
ical degree from the University of
Basel, Switzerland, in 1950. Following
his residency in neuroanatomy, psychi-
atry and neurology, internal medicine
and general surgery, he began his
training in neurosurgery in 1953 with
Professor H. Krayenbuhl at the Univer-
sity Hospital, Zurich.

During the first decade of his career
Professor Yasargil was involved with
the development of cerebral
angiography, publishing two mono-
graphs with his teacher, Professor H.
Krayenbuhl. He introduced stereotactic
surgery and high-frequency coagula-
tion technique into Switzerland and
operated on 800 patients for movement
disorders. Additionally, Yasargil rou-
tinely performed all types of conven-
tional neurosurgical procedures on
both children and adults. Professor
Yasargil spent 14 months in 1965–66
with Professor RMP Donaghy, in the
Neurosurgical Department, University
of Burlington, Vermont, where he
learned microsurgical techniques in
the animal laboratory, and developed
microvascular surgery of brain arteries
in animals. Upon his return to Zurich
he began to apply the microtechnique
to the entire field of neurosurgery. He
developed the counter balanced oper-
ating microscope and numerous micro-
surgical instruments and vascular
clips; he pioneered microsurgical ap-
proaches and treatments for occluded
brain arteries, intracranial aneurysms,
AVMs, caveronmas, and extrinsic and
intrinsic tumors of the brain and spinal
cord, in 7000 adults and 400 children.
His surgical experiences have been pub-
lished in 330 papers. The six volume
publication Microneurosurgery is the
comprehensive review of his broad ex-
periences.

In 1973, Professor Yasargil became
Chairman and Director of the Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery, University Hos-
pital, Zurich, until his retirement in
1993. He was President of the
Neurosurgical Society of Switzerland
1973–75. Professor Yasargil has been
awarded with honorary medical degrees
by the Universities of Ankara and
Istanbul in Turkey, also with honorary
citizenship of Austin, Texas, and
Urgup, Turkey, and honorary member-
ship in 15 international medical soci-
eties. Professor Yasargil has received
major awards and prizes including the
highly regarded Marcel Benoit Prize
from the Swiss Federal Government in
1975, Medal of Honor of the University
of Naples, Italy, in 1988, Gold Medal of
the World Federation of Neurological
Societies in 1997, and he was honored as
‘‘Neurosurgeon of the Century’’ by the
Brazilian Neurosurgical Society in
1998.
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